FALL 2021

The Answer is Yes!
A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E C AT H O L I C E D U C AT I O N F O U N D AT I O N

SALUTE TO “THE GAME”
LUNCHEON EVENT ROARS TO
NEW FUNDRAISING RECORD

$525,000 Net from the Event
Rockets Past Last Year’s
Record $500,000
Story on page 6

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOUISVILLE
TO FUND LARGEST MULTI-YEAR
GIFT IN FOUNDATION’S
25-YEAR HISTORY
Archbishop Kurtz and Priest Council
Commit to Historic $10 Million Donation
Over Next Five Years
And the good news keeps getting better! The Archdiocese of Louisville will fund $10 million in support of
the Foundation’s mission over the next five years, the
largest gift of its kind in the organization’s 25-year history.
The proceeds will be used to provide tuition assistance
to families who cannot afford the full cost to attend a
Catholic school in the Archdiocese of Louisville.
The archdiocesan commitment is a multi-year continuation of annual funding currently in place and also
Continued on page 5

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TUITION
ASSISTANCE SOARS TO REACH ALL-TIME
HIGH 3,400 STUDENTS
Aggregate Grants Rocket to Astounding Record $7 Million
Foundation Slogan “The Answer is Yes!” Fulfilled for
Seventh Straight Year
Tuition assistance opportunities for Catholic elementary school
families across central Kentucky reached new heights for the
2021/2022 school year.
The Catholic Education Foundation and the Archdiocese of Louisville
jointly announced that tuition assistance awards reached an alltime high 3,400 students, surpassing last year’s record 3,350,
while aggregate tuition assistance funding roared to an all-time
record $7 million, rocketing past last year’s previous record mark
of $6.5 million.
Foundation President Richard A. Lechleiter remarked, “Thanks to
the incredible generosity of our donors and the unwavering support
Continued on page 3
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Our Message To You

Board
of Directors

Why Can’t it be You?
Six short years ago, Julie Baum, a senior member of our team here at the Foundation, met a
young Latino girl at an Open House at St. Edward School in Jeﬀersontown. A very eﬀective
self-advocate, she told Julie that she wanted to start her seventh-grade year at St. Edward. She
explained that her public middle school experience was not a good one, and she desperately
wanted a change. In her words, “I really want to go to St. Edward, but we don’t have the money.
Can you help me?”

President
Richard A. Lechleiter
Chair
Charles J. Dahlem
Vice Chair
Most Rev. Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D.

So we went to work and did our thing, putting together a tuition assistance package that
allowed both her and her younger sister to attend St. Edward School.

Chair-Elect
Todd A. Klimek

But that was just the beginning.

Secretary
Joseph L. Landenwich

For the next two years, she shines like a star! Her studies improve, her friendships expand, her
faith becomes stronger and she is happier!

Treasurer
Jane C. Morreau

As it were, we maintained contact with her and her family to see how things were going. In the
fall of her eighth-grade year, we asked the age-old question, “Where do you want to go to high
school?” Her immediate response – Mercy Academy.
But she knew it couldn’t happen. Even with Mercy’s best tuition assistance award, it wouldn’t be
nearly enough for her family. She lamented in disappointment that her Catholic school dream
was fading.
And then Julie went to work again, negotiating with the school and ﬁnding a private benefactor
who would supplement the $5,000 per year gap (the Foundation’s tuition assistance funding
currently ends after the eighth grade).
Last May, this young Latino student graduated from her dream school, Mercy Academy. And
this fall, with the guidance and accompaniment of the Foundation staﬀ, she is a proud freshman
in the business school at Bellarmine University.
Four years from now, she will be a well-educated, ambitious, bilingual and faith-ﬁlled woman
who will take the world by storm and write her own script for success.
What could be better!!

Douglas J. Abell
Dr. Mary Beth Bowling
Rev. Terry L. Bradshaw
Dr. Valerie F. Briones-Pryor
Robert D. Cecil
Gregory A. DeMuth
David L. Durik
Diane M. Gahafer
Kathleen C. Herrington
Stephen C. James
Matthew W. Ott
Jeanmarie Passafiume
Thomas A. Perrone
Christopher J. Reid
Stephen D. Sautel
Charlotte K. Stengel
Rev. John J. Stoltz
John D. Sweeney, Jr.
Jean Anne Zappa, OSU

What seemed an unlikely pathway six years ago has changed this young woman’s life – and
that of her family - forever. Thanks to each and every one of our donors!
A Catholic school within your reach? At the Catholic Education Foundation, “The Answer is YES!”
May God bless you and your family abundantly and often,

Our Vision:
Every family has access
to a Catholic education.

Our Mission:
To promote the growth
and vitality of Catholic
education in the
Archdiocese of Louisville.

Richard A. Lechleiter
President
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Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D.
Vice Chair

Charles J. Dahlem
Chair
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Catholic Elementary School Tuition Assistance Soars
Continued from page 1
to Reach All-Time High 3,400 Students
of our funding partners - even during a world-wide health pandemic - we provided tuition assistance awards to every single family who demonstrated a financial need – for the seventh year in a row! This astonishing result serves as a great testament to the
power of Catholic education and our community’s recognition of its importance and its future. Indeed, at a time when everyone’s
lives have been so disrupted, our entire community rallied together and embraced the excitement and opportunity behind our
slogan, “The Answer is YES!”
The Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, D. D., Archbishop of Louisville and Foundation Board Vice Chair, reflected with gratitude on
the continued progress to improve access to Catholic education. “I am deeply thankful that we can come together to create so
much hope for so many families. God has blessed our families, our schools and this community. Please join me in giving thanks
to the Lord that a record number of families can have access to this life-changing opportunity called Catholic education.”
Dr. Mary Beth Bowling, Superintendent of Catholic schools, commented, “The collaboration between the Catholic Education
Foundation, the Archdiocese of Louisville, and our Catholic schools is so vital to the success of so many students. I applaud the
Foundation staff for their tireless efforts to make Catholic education accessible to thousands of families in our central Kentucky
community. Way to go, team!!”
Under the Foundation’s leadership, a collaborative partnership among the schools, the Archdiocese of Louisville, Community
Catholic Center and the Foundation itself combines resources and shares data to determine the best possible award for each
family who qualifies for financial assistance. Mr. Lechleiter added, “Now in our seventh year, this creative and highly successful
way of allocating funds ensures that each family receives a fair award and that more families are assisted than ever before.
What could be better!”
The record $7 million of funding was provided by the Foundation ($3.5 million), parishes and schools ($2.0 million), and the
Archdiocese of Louisville, including Community Catholic Center ($1.5 million).
The Window Never Closes!
The Foundation continues to receive calls from families who are seeking a better opportunity for their children.
Foundation Board Chair Charlie Dahlem commented, “While we are elated that the Foundation and our partners are supporting
another record number of families, our work is never done. Each day, families are reaching out to us in search of a better educational pathway for their children. Indeed, our message of growth, outreach and inclusion in Catholic schools is working – even
in a pandemic. To every family who yearns for the great gift of a Catholic education, “The Answer is YES!”
Mr. Lechleiter concluded, “I couldn’t be more proud of our 48 Catholic primary and secondary schools across central Kentucky!
And I want to pay special tribute to Archbishop Kurtz, Dr. Brian Reynolds, Dr. Mary Beth Bowling, and all of our school leaders
and instructors who have led the way in standing tall for our students and their families throughout the pandemic. What a debt
of gratitude we owe to each of them!”

Come Join the Journey That Lasts a Lifetime!
A Catholic School Within Your Reach?
At the Catholic Education Foundation of Louisville,
The Answer is YES!
www.ceflou.org
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Foundation Board of Directors and Staff Host Retirement Party
for Archbishop Kurtz
On August 12, the Catholic Education Foundation Board of Directors, staff and other guests gathered to pay tribute to
the Archbishop Kurtz for his steadfast support of Catholic education in the Archdiocese of Louisville. The retirement
party took place at the barn on the grounds of Neil and Anne Ramsey’s home. Over 100 guests attended the event to
show their appreciation for the leader of our Catholic church in central Kentucky.
Archbishop Kurtz commented, “I am very proud of the collaboration we have developed with the Catholic Education
Foundation and I am so thankful to all of the donors and board members who have helped shape Catholic education in
our community. Catholic education is so important in transforming the lives of young children and their families and I
am so thankful for the impact we have made together!”
Foundation President Rich Lechleiter added, “We have been so God-blessed to have Archbishop Kurtz serving as our
shepherd for over 14 years. His leadership has enabled Catholic schools to become accessible to those who only dream
of this life-changing journey. On a personal note, I so appreciate our friendship and his sage advice. He has taught me so
much in my role here at the Foundation.”
Foundation Senior Director Julie Baum commented, “The Catholic School Plan, launched by Archbishop Kurtz in 2014,
has greatly enhanced the ability of the Foundation to reach literally thousands more students each year. We are so lucky
to have had Archbishop leading our local church and we wish him well in his retirement!”

RIGHT: Archbishop
Kurtz addresses
the attendees

ABOVE: Foundation President Rich
Lechleiter thanks Archbishop Kurtz

ABOVE: Rich Lechleiter with St. Francis of Assisi Pastor,
Fr. Anthony Chandler
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Archdiocese Commits $10 Million to the Foundation

Continued from front page

includes an additional gift to the permanent endowment of the Foundation.
Each year, the 110 parishes in the Archdiocese contribute 1% of their revenues ($1.3 million) to support the Foundation’s tuition
assistance program. In addition, through the Catholic Services Appeal, the Archdiocese annually funds approximately $500,000
to the Foundation to aid families in need in the nine Catholic high schools in central Kentucky. Extending this very meaningful
support over the next five years will add $9 million to the mission of the Foundation.
In addition to extending its annual support, the Archdiocese recently made a gift of $1 million to the permanent endowment
of the Foundation, the earnings from which will provide further tuition assistance to Catholic school families in perpetuity.
Archbishop Kurtz commented, “The Catholic Education Foundation’s growing impact on families and our community is
resounding and I couldn’t be more proud to be a part of this great mission. This new commitment by all my fellow priests speaks
to our steadfast belief in Catholic education and its importance in shaping the lives of young students and their families. We are
deeply committed to making this life-changing experience accessible to everyone!”
Foundation President Rich Lechleiter remarked, “All of us here at the Foundation are completely overjoyed! What a beacon of
hope for a family who yearns for a Catholic education but can’t make the journey by themselves! We are indeed humbled by the
amazing kindness and generosity of Archbishop Kurtz and our clergy. Because of all of you, now more than ever before, we can
say with confidence to all our families in need – “The Answer is YES!”
School Superintendent Dr. Mary Beth Bowling noted, “The future of Catholic education in the Archdiocese of Louisville is so
promising for families who want this pathway for their children. And this commitment creates a renewed sense of mission to
provide the best spiritual, academic and extracurricular experience to our students and their families!”
Foundation Board Chair Charlie Dahlem rejoiced, “What a historic day for the Catholic Education Foundation of Louisville!
And what a day it is for all our Catholic school families who need us, both now and in the future! How truly grateful we are.
To Archbishop Kurtz and all his fellow priests, you’re THE BEST!”

Young Donor Inspires Foundation Staff
Recently, sixth-grader Abby Smith and her father, Brooken,
visited the Foundation’s offices, but it was no ordinary visit.
Abby presented a $1,000 check to the Foundation staff in
support of our mission to provide tuition assistance to a
family who can’t afford the full cost of a Catholic elementary
school.
Abby’s family provides her and her siblings the opportunity
to research local charities and choose where they would
like their donation directed. Abby, a student at Holy Trinity
School, researched the Foundation’s website and decided
to direct her philanthropic funds to help another child
have the same opportunity she is afforded to attend
a Catholic school.
Foundation Director of Development Kevin Woodward
commented, “The entire staff was touched by Abby’s generosity and it was so inspiring to meet her and learn about
her interest in helping kids attend a local Catholic school.
I’m also impressed by her family’s commitment to instill a
sense of philanthropy and giving back at such a young age.”
Abby’s favorite school subject is Language Arts and she
loves to draw.
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Salute to “THE GAME” Event Roars to
New Fundraising Record

Continued from front page

And what an event it was!!! On September 23, the Foundation hosted its 14th annual Salute to THE GAME luncheon at the Galt
House Hotel in downtown Louisville, celebrating the storied Saint Xavier – Trinity high school football rivalry with lots of excitement and a fabulous result. This year’s event attracted 600 guests and raised an all-time high $525,000, roaring past last year’s
previous mark of $500,000. Since its inception, the Salute luncheon event has raised over $3.7 million in support of the
Foundation’s tuition assistance efforts throughout the Archdiocese of Louisville.
Foundation President Rich Lechleiter remarked, “This hallmark community event continues to lift our mission to incredible new
heights like no one ever thought possible! How blessed we are by all of our friends in the Saint Xavier and Trinity communities
for allowing the Foundation to benefit from THE GAME.”
For the second consecutive year, Independence Bank served as the Lead Sponsor of the event with an investment of $40,000.
Mr. Lechleiter remarked, “To President Louis Straub and all our friends at Independence Bank, THANK YOU for your leadership
in making this event the largest of its kind across the Commonwealth!”
Trinity alumnus and local radio personality Tony Vanetti served as the event’s master of ceremonies. The event spotlighted
both coaches as well as a student-athlete from each school. Graven Monsour, a senior offensive lineman and Class President,
represented the Shamrocks while senior linebacker and National Honor Society member Ben Marks stood up for the Tigers.
The major benefactors of this year’s Salute luncheon, each of whom donated $25,000 to the event, were: The D3 Foundation;
David and Cathy Durik; The Glenview Trust Company; Sarah and John Lechleiter; Neil and Anne Ramsey; Len and Susan
Spalding; the Daniel C. Ulmer Family; Tom and Rhonda Wimsett; and the Richard and Janice Lechleiter Family.

RIGHT: Trinity High
School Head Coach Jay
Cobb with Senior
Graven Monsour

ABOVE: Kevin Wallace with
Bellarmine Men’s Head
Basketball Coach
Scotty Davenport

ABOVE: Chris Marks and Judge Audra Eckerle
ABOVE: Larry McDonald, Angie Evans and Rich Lechleiter
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2021 Salute to “THE GAME”
Luncheon Event
BELOW: Teena Oaken, Lori Brown, Wayne Kraus
and Cindy Mason

ABOVE: A tug-of-war between Foundation Senior Director Julie
Baum (Trinity) and Foundation Director of Development
Kevin Woodward (St. Xavier)

LEFT: Charlie
Dahlem, Louis
Straub and
Rich Lechleiter

ABOVE: David and Cathy Durik

ABOVE: Doug James, Lisa Benson and
David Bingham

ABOVE: Trinity Senior Offensive Lineman Graven Monsour with
Saint Xavier Senior Linebacker Ben Marks
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BELOW: Julie Baum, Dave Calzi and Archbishop Kurtz

ABOVE: Foundation Board member Greg DeMuth
catches up with friends

MIDDLE: A packed
house at The Galt
House Hotel

ABOVE: The Ancient Order of Hibernians with the
Shillelagh trophy

BELOW: Rick and Peggy Schweinhart with Linda and Tim Graven

ABOVE: Rich Lechleiter, Claudia Coffey and Tony Vanetti

ABOVE: Mike Richardson with
Donna and Dale Gettelfinger
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LEFT: Archbishop Kurtz
and Foundation Board
Chair Charlie Dahlem
share a laugh during
lunch

ABOVE: Event MC
Tony Vanetti talks
with St. Stephen
Martyr Pastor,
Fr. Peter Bucalo

LEFT: Mike Glaser
and Lauren
Leonhart

MIDDLE: Saint Xavier
Head Coach Kevin Wallace
with Senior Ben Marks

ABOVE: Guests enjoying Salute to THE GAME luncheon
ABOVE: The Presentation Academy Prezettes sang the National
Anthem at the event
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BELOW: Kevin Woodward with Nick and Kelly Landenwich

ABOVE: Trinity supporters with the Shillelagh
trophy

MIDDLE:
Archbishop Kurtz
receives a
standing
ovation from
the crowd

ABOVE: Lucas Burch and
Victor Perrone

ABOVE: Holly Ball and James Torra

ABOVE: Kevin Woodward presents the Split-the-Pot Raffle
check to winner Steve Schulz

ABOVE: Alan Huelsman and
Alan Donhoff
10

Event photos courtesy of Talgrace Marketing & Bill Wine
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Give the Gift of a
Catholic Education!

Trying to think of the perfect gift to give this Christmas?

Your investment creates a Catholic school journey - life’s longest lasting
gift - for a young child who needs you the most.

At the Catholic Education Foundation, the Answer is Yes!
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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Endowments, Planned Giving and Bequests
are on the Rise at the Foundation
While meeting the current needs of our families is always front-of-mind, continuing to grow our
permanent endowment is a mission imperative. And so many families are responding to this call!
Remember, you and your family can establish your own named endowment inside the Foundation –
and your initial investment can be relatively small. Each year going forward, you can add to it. Over
time, your endowment fund can grow to be quite meaningful in providing tuition assistance to a
young child in need.

Kevin S. Woodward

While there are many different reasons that families have been inspired to establish an endowment, a common theme has
emerged. People love how much Catholic education impacted their lives and they want to pay it forward. Here are a few
endowments recently established by donors along with their stories:
The Thomas and Blanche Carroll Endowment Fund
In the summer of 2021, Blanche Carroll established the Thomas and Blanche Carroll Endowment Fund in loving memory of her
late husband and in dedication to the gift of Catholic Education that she and her family received. “Catholic education was such
an important part of our lives for which we will be eternally grateful. We are hopeful that our endowment will impact the lives
of those who could never afford to attend our local Catholic schools. We feel God-blessed to be able to help others gain the
same extraordinary educational experience that our family accessed.”
The Gahafer Family Endowment Fund
The Gahafer family recently founded a permanent endowment fund in honor and memory of their parents, Mary Ann and
Joseph Gorman ‘Gus’ Gahafer.
While it was a financial challenge for each of their respective families, Mary Ann and Gus were both privileged to attend Catholic
schools while growing up in Louisville. They continued to make Catholic education a priority for their own family and sacrificed
to send all seven of their children to Catholic grade schools and high schools throughout the country while Gus pursued a career
in naval aviation. The family ultimately returned to Louisville as active members of the St. Rita and St. Louis Bertrand parishes.
Mary Ann and Gus recognized the value of faith-based education, especially the integrity and character that is developed
through Catholic formation. They were both outstanding role models of service to others and contributed generously to their
school and parish. In their parent’s honor, their children established this fund to afford others the opportunities that Mary Ann
and Gus gave them.
The William D. Hammer, Sr. & Joan Wagner Hammer Family Endowment Fund
This past summer, the six Hammer siblings – Reverend William D. Hammer, Jr., Dr. Robert G. Hammer, Mary Beth Hammer,
Thomas J. Hammer, Margaret Hammer Adams and Joan Ellen Hammer – came together to honor their late parents by
establishing a permanent endowment in their memory.
“When we talked about the best way to honor the legacy of our parents, supporting Catholic education was the first thing that
came to mind. Catholic education is a gift and lifestyle that nurtures the mind, body and soul of children. What better way to
honor our parent’s commitment to our Catholic education than to help others, for generations to come, by facilitating access to
resources for families who yearn for this educational and faith formational experience.”
The Father Shibu Puthenpurackal Endowed Scholarship Fund
Under the leadership and generosity of Dr. Bill Rothwell, several parishioners at St. Margaret Mary recently founded a permanent
endowment fund in honor of Fr. Shibu Puthenpurackal.
Fr. Shibu is a priest from southern India who served as part-time associate pastor at St. Margaret Mary while working to earn his
MBA from Bellarmine University. In just a short time, Fr. Shibu quickly gained the love and admiration of the St. Margaret Mary
community. He is best remembered by parishioners for his wonderful sermons and his strong devotion to Catholic teachings
and the universal nature of our Church. He served not only the people of St. Margaret Mary, but also those in nursing homes
and the homebound.
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Foundation Board Continues to Evolve
and Strengthen
Throughout its history, the Foundation has had the great fortune to attract men and women who dedicate themselves
to our mission through service to the Board of Directors. Over the past two years, eleven long-standing Board members have retired, each of whom played an important role in the organization’s historic expansion. They are: Hank
Robinson (Board Chair), Steve Embry (Secretary), Mike Ash, Ben Fultz, Fr. Mark Hamilton, Donna Heitzman
(Investment Committee Chair), John Malloy, Neil Ramsey, Bill Roby, Sr. (Development Committee Chair), Leisa
Schulz and Len Spalding.
Board Chair Charlie Dahlem noted, “We have been so blessed with the talents and leadership of so many impressive
Board members. On behalf of everyone here at the Foundation, I want to give special thanks to each of our retiring
Directors for their tireless efforts in guiding the Foundation to such amazing new heights!”
Here’s an introduction to the 11 Board members we’ve added over the past two years:
Dr. Mary Beth Bowling – A native of Louisville, Mary Beth attended St Martha School,
Assumption High School, the University of Louisville and later Spalding University, where she
earned a doctoral degree in educational leadership in 2004.
Mary Beth began her career in Catholic education at St. Bartholomew School, where she taught
second, fourth and the middle school grades. After eight years in the classroom, she began her
run as a school leader, first serving as Principal at St. James, then as the founding Principal at St.
Patrick and later as Principal at Sacred Heart Model School. On July 1, 2021, Mary Beth was promoted to Superintendent of Schools in the Archdiocese of Louisville.
Mary Beth and her husband, Mart, have two children, Amanda and Andrew, and are members
of St. Martha Parish.
Reverend Terry L. Bradshaw – Fr. Terry is the Pastor of the Basilica of St. Joseph Proto-Cathedral
in Bardstown. A native of Lebanon, Kentucky, Fr. Terry attended St. Augustine School and Marion
County High School. He later earned his undergraduate degree in psychology from Bellarmine
University followed by a master’s in theology from Saint Mary’s Seminary and University.
Fr. Terry was ordained in 1980 and has served as Pastor at St. Bartholomew, St. Athanasius and
St. Bernadette parishes. In addition, Fr. Terry has served as Chaplain for Mercy Academy and
Presentation Academy.
Dr. Valerie F. Briones-Pryor – Valerie attended St. Margaret Mary School and Sacred Heart
Academy, after which she earned her undergraduate degree in natural science from Xavier
University in 1997. She then completed her medical studies at the University of Louisville,
followed by her internal medicine residency at Indiana University. Valerie also holds a master’s
in health administration from the University of Cincinnati.
She currently serves as the Medical Director for the Hospital Medicine Service Line for University
of Louisville Health. Among her leadership roles in the community, she is the President-Elect
of the Greater Louisville Medical Society.
Valerie and her husband, Matthew and their son Brandon are members of St. Margaret
Mary Parish.
Continued on page 14

W

W

W

.

C

E

F

L

O

U

.

O

R

G

13

Robert D. Cecil – A native of Marion County, Robert grew up on his family’s farm and attended
Holy Cross Elementary School and later Marion County High School. He attended Northern
Kentucky University where he earned his undergraduate degree in information technology
with a minor in business. He later attended Thomas More University where he earned his master’s in business administration.
Robert worked in human resources and accounting for NPR of America, a global manufacturing company. In addition, Robert spent 12 years with Hill-Rom, a medical technology
company.
On July 1, 2020, Robert became the Chief Financial Officer for the Archdiocese of Louisville.
He and his wife, Amanda, have four children, Samuel, Matthew, Joseph and Peter, and are
members of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Loretto.
Diane M. Gahafer – The youngest of seven children, Diane attended St. Rita School and graduated from Assumption High School. She then earned her undergraduate degree in psychology from the University of Kentucky.
Diane spent several years with CA Technologies, a software company based in San Jose,
California, before returning to her hometown, where she now serves as Regional Vice
President, Healthcare for Salesforce.
Diane’s community service includes volunteer leadership roles at Assumption High School, St.
John’s Center, Catholic Charities and the Little Sisters of the Poor. Diane and her son, Gus, are
members of Holy Spirit Parish and the Cathedral of the Assumption.
Stephen C. James – Steve is the founder and President of Louisville-based SCJ Fiduciary
Services. Born and raised in Louisville, he attended St. Thomas More School and DeSales High
School, after which he earned his undergraduate degree in accounting from the University of
Louisville. Steve is a Certified Public Accountant.
Prior to founding his company, Steve served as the Chief Financial Officer & Treasurer of
Mortenson Dental Partners for over 16 years. In addition, he has served as the Chair of the
Board at both DeSales High School and Presentation Academy.
Steve and his wife, Mary Ann, have three adult children, Brandon, Zachary and Samantha, and
are members of St. Thomas More Parish.
Joseph L. Landenwich – One of eight children, Joe attended St. James School in the
Highlands and graduated from Trinity High School in 1983. He then earned his undergraduate
degree in accounting at Bellarmine University and a law degree at the University of Louisville.
Joe is a Certified Public Accountant.
After practicing law at the Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs firm in Louisville, Joe joined Kindred
Healthcare as Corporate Counsel in 1996. Following several promotions, Joe was elevated to
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of the company in 2016.
Among his community service roles, Joe is the Chair of the Trinity High School Foundation
Board and has served in numerous leadership capacities at St. Agnes Parish, where he and his
wife, Kelly, have raised their four children, Nick, Nate, Emma and Lilly.

Continued on page 15
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Matthew W. Ott – A Louisville native, Matt is the Co-Owner of Air Hydro Power, where he began
his career at the age of 15 as a shipping clerk. He attended St. Martha School and graduated
from St. Xavier High School in 1977. He later attended the University of Louisville where he
earned his undergraduate degree in business.
The Ott Family supports many charitable causes in the community, including the Foundation,
Assumption High School, Little Way, Saint Xavier High School and Kids Cancer Alliance.
Matt and his wife, Sherry, have two grown children, Brad and Taylor, and three grandchildren and
are members of St. Gabriel Parish.
Thomas A. Perrone – Tom is the Managing Director of Perrone Wealth Management Group
at Morgan Stanley and is beginning his third term as a member of the Foundation Board,
where he previously Chaired the Investment Committee.
One of ten children, Tom attended Holy Spirit School and St. Xavier High School. He then
earned his undergraduate degree in marketing and economics at the University of Kentucky.
Following a successful career start at Emerson Electric Company, Tom switched to the financial
services industry in 1993 and joined Hilliard Lyons in Louisville.
Tom has devoted himself to a number of charitable causes over the years, including a leadership
role at Kids Cancer Alliance, where he served as Chair of the Board. Tom and his wife, Shelley,
have four children, Victor, Emily, William and Maggie, and are members of Holy Trinity Parish.
Stephen D. Sautel – Steve is a retired partner and former Chief Operating Officer of
Guggenheim Partners, a global investment and advisory firm based in New York. He is now
a private investor and serves on the Board of Essential Properties Realty Trust, Inc., a publicly
traded real estate investment trust, and CBAM Holdings, LLC, which manages institutional investments in corporate credit. He also serves on the boards of several privately held businesses.
Steve attended St. Aloysius School and graduated from St. Xavier High School in 1987. He
then earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the University of Kentucky
and a master’s in business administration from the University of Michigan in 1996.
Among other charitable activities, Steve serves on the Board of Saint Xavier High School, where
he Chairs the Investment Committee. He and his wife, Terri, have two children, Kate and Sarah,
and are members of Holy Spirt Parish.
Charlotte K. Stengel – Charlotte has drawn on her training in architecture, love of science and
interest in various cultures to become co-founder and President of Articulture Industries, LLC
and The Champagnery, both in Louisville.
She graduated from St. Thomas More School and Presentation Academy and earned her undergraduate degree in architecture from the University of Kentucky, where she studied in Europe,
the Mediterranean and India. She also attended medical school at the University of Louisville
before beginning her family.
Charlotte serves as Vice Chair of the Board at Little Way Pregnancy Resource Center and is a
member of the Presentation Academy Board. She and her husband, Brad, have two children,
Samantha and Max, and are members of St. Frances of Rome Parish.
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32nd Annual Salute to Catholic School Alumni
Tuesday, March 15, 2022
For more information, call (502) 585-2747 or visit us at ceflou.org
Proceeds to benefit the Catholic Education Foundation,
an organization dedicated to the growth and
vitality of Catholic education.
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