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Newsletter
Just when you thought it couldn’t go any higher, the Catholic Education Foundation and its funding partners recently announced
that their elementary tuition assistance program for the 2019 – 2020 school year did just that!

Across central Kentucky, an all-time high 3,250 Catholic school students and their families were awarded a record $6.5 million in
tuition assistance, surpassing last year’s totals of 3,100 and $6.4 million, respectively.

Of perhaps greater importance, the Foundation also announced that – for the fifth consecutive year – every single family who 

Elementary School Tuition Assistance Soars to New Heights
All-Time High 3,250 Students Earn Record $6.5 Million

Salute To THE GAME Luncheon Roars To Record Net $450,000
12th Annual Event Rockets Past Prior Mark of $425,000

Kurtz Endowment Fund Hits $2,000,000 Goal - FAST!

On September 25, the Foundation hosted its annual
Salute to THE GAME luncheon event at the Galt
House Hotel in downtown Louisville, posting 
another astounding fundraising result for the bene-
fit of its mission. This year’s event filled the Grand
Ballroom with 1,100 guests and raised an all-time
high $450,000, soundly surpassing last year’s 
previous record of $425,000.

This unique event celebrates the nationally recog-
nized rivalry and thrill of the annual Saint Xavier –
Trinity high school football game and has become
the largest fundraising event of its kind across the
Commonwealth. All of the net proceeds from the
event will benefit the Foundation in its work to 
support Catholic education in the Archdiocese of 

Target Reached in Less than Two Years

Initially launched in September 2017 at the annual Salute to THE GAME luncheon event, the endowment fund named in honor
of the Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, D. D., Archbishop of Louisville, has reached its $2 million goal well ahead of schedule.
Earnings from the new endowment will be used to fund the Foundation’s tuition assistance program for Catholic elementary
school students across central Kentucky.

Foundation President Rich Lechleiter remarked, “How thrilled we are to reach this aggressive fundraising goal in less than two
years, less than half the time we thought we needed to fulfill our promise to Archbishop Kurtz! On behalf of everyone at the
Foundation, I want to extend a huge ‘Thank You’ to each of our donors who made it all happen!”

Continued on Page 3

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 9

Inside Page 2 Our Message To You    Page 3 Ulmer Family Honors Innovative Teachers   Page 4 Hinkebein Family Business 
Launches  New Endowment Fund    Page 9  Foundation Board Continues to Evolve and Strengthen



Well, as you can see from our three cover stories, the Catholic Education Foundation train keeps
roaring down the tracks! And we’re never going to slow down in our work to make the Catholic
school experience available to any family who yearns for this great gift.

Thanks to all of you, what a run we’ve had at the Foundation in helping our young families! Just
five short years ago, we assisted just over 1,300 students across central Kentucky. Who would
have ever imagined that we’d all come together to provide tuition assistance an all-time high
3,250 students this fall – WOW!!! 

And there’s more …. on September 25, we netted an astounding $450,000 at our 12th annual
Salute to THE GAME luncheon event – another all-time high – shattering last year’s previous
record by $25,000 and providing more hope to Catholic school families who need us!

And still more ….. in less than two years, our donors came together to fund an amazing
$2,000,000 into a new endowment named in honor of Archbishop Kurtz, less than half the time
we thought we needed to meet this lofty goal!

While it’s always fun to celebrate our collective success around our Catholic school students and
their families, it’s time to rev up the engine and aim even higher!

Indeed, ‘The Answer is YES!’ is a simple message to needy families that inspires hope for those
who have little and a brighter future for those in despair. One thing’s for sure. There’s nothing
better than the beaming smile from a young student who knows that they’re in the school that
fits them best – a Catholic school!

As we approach the holiday season, won’t you and your family join us as we continue to reach
out to more families who never thought that Catholic education was possible for their children?
Providing that gift to those who need it the most is changing the direction of this entire com-
munity – one student at a time.

On behalf of everyone here at the Foundation, THANK YOU for allowing us to support the
unequaled experience of Catholic education.

May God bless you and your family always,

Our Message To You
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qualified for aid in fact earned an award. Foundation President Rich Lechleiter exclaimed, “How lucky are we to live in 
a community that places such a high value on Catholic education! I don’t know of another community across the country 
that can answer the call of every qualifying family in need – this is truly incredible and a great blessing to all our families we
proudly support. “

“More than a slogan, ‘The Answer is YES!’ is propelling more families to dream bigger and reach higher in the education of
their children in a Catholic school. What could be better – both for them and our community!!”

Archbishop  Kurtz welcomed the news with humility and gratitude, “The very meaningful generosity and support of the
Foundation by all of our pastors and the 110 parishes that they serve is one of the greatest testaments to the value of the
Catholic education experience that I’ve ever seen. Our work to improve access to Catholic schools is paying 
off – and in record numbers!”

Under the Foundation’s leadership, a collaborative partnership of the schools, the Archdiocese of Louisville, School Choice
Scholarships of Kentucky, Community Catholic Center in Portland and the Foundation itself combined their resources to pro-
duce the best award for each family who qualifies for financial assistance. The record $6.5 million in funding was provided by
the Foundation ($3.0 million), parishes and schools ($2.0 million), the Archdiocese of Louisville ($1.3 million), and School
Choice Scholarships and Community Catholic Center ($200,000).

Foundation Board Chair Hank Robinson remarked, “Our plan to expand the Catholic school experience to those who can’t
afford its full cost is working better than we ever imagined! Thanks to all of our donors, ‘The Answer is YES!’”

Tuition Assistance Reaches All-Time Record Continued from page 1

Ulmer Family Honors Innovative Teachers
For the third consecutive year, Dan Ulmer and his family have recognized teachers in the Archdiocese of Louisville with “The
Catholic Education Foundation Innovation Award.”

The award recognizes Catholic elementary teachers in central Kentucky whose innovation and creativity in the classroom have
inspired their students to achieve outstanding academic success.

At the annual Opening School Mass held on August 9 at St. Michael Church in celebration of the new school year, Mr. Ulmer
joined The Very Reverend Martin Linebach, Pastor of St. James Church in Elizabethtown and archdiocesan Vicar General, and
Foundation President Rich Lechleiter in presenting 
this prestigious award to five accomplished 
instructors. Each recipient earned a cash
award of $2,500.

Rich Lechleiter remarked, “Dan Ulmer and his 
family have been huge benefactors of our
Church for decades, and today they’ve once
again shown the community how much they
value Catholic education and those who make
it their vocation to improve the lives of others.
As Dan has told me so often, we can’t thank
our teachers enough for what they do so tire-
lessly for our children!”

The award winners were: Nick Towles of Our
Lady of Lourdes School; Kelsey McDermott of
Notre Dame Academy; Rebecca Burkot of St.
Rita School; Trinity Shell of Ascension School;
and Aaron Dauenhauer of St. Leonard
School. Congratulations to these awesome
Catholic school teachers!

Foundation President Rich Lechleiter, Dan Ulmer, recipient Trinity Shell and the Very
Reverend Martin Linebach
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Hinkebein Family Business Launches 
New Endowment Fund
Family Plans to Build the Fund Over Time

The Alex and Chris Hinkebein families, along with their family-owned business,
The DFH Company, recently founded a new permanently endowed fund at the
Foundation in memory of their parents, Don and Myrna Hinkebein.  Earnings 
from the fund will be used exclusively to provide tuition assistance to Catholic 
elementary students in the Archdiocese of Louisville. 

Growing up in a family with deep Catholic school roots, Don attended St. Agnes
School and St. Xavier High School, after which he earned his undergraduate degree
from Bellarmine University.  He then opened a small heating and air conditioning
business on the corner of Shelby and Broadway in downtown Louisville in 1935.
With the help of his sons, The DFH Company has grown into a successful and thriv-
ing local business.  Don would often tell others that his Catholic education was the 
foundation of his success in both personal and business endeavors.  

Company President Alex Hinkebein remarked, “My dad was so passionate about Catholic education and the Catholic Education
Foundation was always one of his favorite charities.  This tribute to our parents is very meaningful to our entire family, and it is
our hope that this new fund will empower many young needy children in the community to attend a Catholic school.”

Foundation President Rich Lechleiter commented, “We are elated that a successful local business like The DFH Company recog-
nizes the value of a Catholic education and its importance to the community.  This extremely generous gift gives us even more
confidence to say, ‘The Answer is Yes!’ to everyone who needs us.  We are indeed grateful to Chris, Alex, the Hinkebein family 
and everyone at DFH for this wonderful gift.”

The Hinkebein family intends to add to the fund over time to further expand its impact. Alex and Chris are also considering 
ways to invite both customers and suppliers of The DFH Company to participate in growing the value of the new fund. Alex
noted, “Many of our customers and suppliers have been with us for decades and have formed great friendships with our family.
We think that this new fund and its purpose will excite others to join us in changing the futures of young children in this 
community!”

Chris also expressed his hope that this new fund will inspire other local businesses to establish their own endowments at the
Foundation.  “I know that there are many companies in this community that wouldn’t be as successful as they are if it weren’t for
Catholic school graduates serving in key leadership roles within those organizations. I would encourage other business owners
to consider an investment in the Catholic Education Foundation – we couldn’t be happier with our choice!”

For more information, contact Director of Development Kevin Woodward at 502.585.2747 or kwoodward@ceflou.org. 

Kevin S. Woodward, Director of 
Development for the Foundation

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T

It’s as Simple as 1,2,3!
Giving to the Foundation has never been easier! 
1. Donate to the General Fund by visiting our website www.ceflou.org and click on the donate
tab or return the envelope provided in this newsletter.

2. To support the 30th Annual Salute to Catholic School Alumni dinner set for March 18, 2020, 
contact Julie Baum at jbaum@ceflou.org.

3. For information on stock gifts, planned giving, or bequests, contact Kevin Woodward at 
kwoodward@ceflou.org.
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Continued from Page 1THE GAME Luncheon Posts 12th Straight Record 
Louisville and make Catholic schools accessible by everyone.

Foundation President Rich Lechleiter exclaimed, “When we launched this event in 2008, we attracted 500 guests and netted
$25,000. Who would have ever dreamed that a luncheon event could impact the lives of so many students and their families!
We’re super-excited about this wonderful outcome and we’re equally grateful to our loyal benefactors and fans who love to
come out and join in the fun of this great high school football rivalry!”

Since its inception, the event has raised over $2.7 million for families who can’t afford the full cost of a Catholic elementary edu-
cation for their children. 

Mr. Lechleiter also spoke of the growing momentum behind Catholic education. “At the Foundation, we look forward with great
excitement to providing even higher levels of financial support to our Catholic school families. And the rousing support that the
Foundation garners at the Salute luncheon speaks volumes of this community’s passion for the mission and future of Catholic
education!”

The event program included some pre-game chat with both coaches as well as comments from a student-athlete from each
school. Senior defensive end Robert Andriole represented the Tigers, while senior wide receiver Ryan Miller led the charge 
for the Shamrocks. Local sports radio personality Tony Vanetti entertained the sell-out crowd as master of ceremonies.

The major benefactors of this year’s Salute luncheon, each of whom donated $25,000 or more to the event, were: David and
Cathy Durik; the Steve and Kathy Ford Family; the Galt House Hotel; The Glenview Trust Company; Independence Bank;
John and Sarah Lechleiter; the Daniel C. Ulmer Family; Tom and Rhonda Wimsett; and the Richard and Janice Lechleiter
Family.

Event photos courtesy of Tim Porco, Bill Wine, Talgrace Mobile Media

Governor Matt Bevin and 
Foundation President 
Rich Lechleiter

LEFT: Frank Espinosa, 
Rich Lechleiter, 
Julie Baum and 
Dr. Rob Mullen

Members of St. Edward Parish
and  School community

Drs. Greg and Linda GleisLindsay Gahm, Karlie Burton, Mark Kirchdorfer and
Rachel Jaggers
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2019 Salute to THE GAME Luncheon

Event photos courtesy of Tim Porco, Bill Wine, Talgrace Mobile Media

Byron Heil, Father Bill 
Hammer, Joe Reed, and 
Bryan Cain

Cindy Mason
and Jackie
Bloyd

John, Matt 
and Kevin 
Raque

Michael Vanover and Holly Ball

Kevin Woodward, Michelle Dohrman, Rich Lechleiter, Julie Baum, Valarie
Fowler and Gil Wentzel

Mercy Academy Advanced Choir with Lindsay McKenzie

Dr. Rob Mullen, Ryan Miller and Mayor Greg Fischer

RIGHT: Rich Lechleiter
addresses the sellout
crowd
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Monica Hardin,
Mary  Lang,

Martha Tedesco
and Julie Baum

Members of the St. Raphael Parish and School Community

Paul Schulte, Charlie Leis and Paul Resch

Suzanne and Mike Glaser with James Sass

The Ancient Order of Hibernians

David Durik, Lee Pfeiffer and Ryan Sweeney

LEFT: Sam and Steve Gray 
with John Hubbuch
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THE GAME Luncheon 

Event photos courtesy of Tim Porco, Bill Wine, Talgrace Mobile Media

ABOVE: Jack Sweeney with
Janet and Chris Reid

LEFT: Ryan
Miller, Tony
Vanetti and
Coach Bob
Beatty

Deacon Scott Haner and
Kevin Woodward

Maria and Monica Bohn

Rachel Schrepferman & Lauren Masterson

LEFT: The Very Reverend
Martin Linebach and
Michelle Dohrman draw
the winning ticket

Little Sisters of the Poor

LEFT: Rich
Lechleiter, 
Julie Baum 
and emcee 
Tony Vanetti
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Kurtz Endowment Fund Hits $2,000,000 Goal
Mr. Lechleiter noted that the fund should generate at least $100,000 per year in tuition
assistance funding. “This perpetual annual gift to our young Catholic school students
and their families will change the trajectory of their lives forever. How truly blessed we
are by our storied Catholic school tradition in the Archdiocese of Louisville!”

Archbishop Kurtz reflected on this recent success with gratitude, “The generosity of our
community to the mission of the Foundation and Catholic education never ceases to
amaze me! I am so honored by this new endowment fund and so thankful for the ben-
efits it will bestow for years to come on our Catholic school families who need our help
in educating their children.”

Mr. Lechleiter noted that the Foundation will continue to solicit donations to the Kurtz
endowment fund well beyond its initial fundraising goal.

Continued from Page 1

Foundation Board Continues to Evolve and Strengthen
The Foundation recently announced the retirement of four long-standing members, each of whom has played a critical role in
the dramatic expansion of the organization over the past five years. They are: Scott Flynn, John Hayes, Paul Schulte and Beth
Ulmer Wiseman. Board Chair Hank Robinson noted, “We have a very deep and active Board that requires a special commitment
from each of our members. On behalf of everyone here at the Foundation, I want to give special thanks to each of our retiring
Directors. Through their devotion, insight and hard work, this organization is helping more families than ever in our history. We
owe each of them such a debt of gratitude!”

Both Paul Schulte and Beth Wiseman have served the Foundation for nearly 15 years. Rich Lechleiter remarked, “Paul taught us 
the great value of market research, brand awareness and messaging to consumers that has fundamentally elevated the 
public profile of the Foundation like never before, while Beth did a fabulous job overseeing our investment portfolio and 
serving as our Treasurer over her entire Board tenure. What an amazing track record of growth and success for our Catholic
school families! I couldn’t be more thankful for the tireless and very meaningful contributions that each of our retiring Board
members has made.”

Here’s an introduction to our four new Board members who will serve an initial three-year term ending June 30, 2022.

Douglas J. Abell – Doug is the Chief Development Officer and General Counsel – Hospice for
Kindred at Home (now part of Humana Inc.) and resides with his family in Charlotte, North Carolina.
He was born and raised in Louisville, having attended St. Pius X School and Saint Xavier High School.
Doug then earned his undergraduate degree in economics from the University of Notre Dame, after
which he obtained his law degree from Vanderbilt University.

After practicing law at Louisville’s Frost Brown Todd firm, he joined the legal team at Kindred
Healthcare in 2003. In 2011, he joined Curo Health Services, which was acquired by Humana in 2018.

Doug is a member of the Executive Advisory Board for the de Nicola Center for Ethics and Culture 
at the University of Notre Dame and his family has formed a foundation that provides pro-life music

ministry and tuition assistance to Catholic schools in their community.

Doug and his wife, Cher, have a son, Douglas, and are members of St. Mark Church.

Jane C. Morreau – One of seven children, Jane attended St. John Vianney School, after which she 
graduated from Holy Rosary Academy. She then earned her undergraduate degree in accounting as
well as her MBA at the University of Louisville. Jane is a Certified Public Accountant.

She began her career at Kentucky Fried Chicken Corp and, in 1991, joined the beverage finance area
at Brown-Forman Corporation, where today she serves as its Executive Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer. 

Continued on page 11
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Trying to think of the perfect gift to give this Christmas?

Give the Gift of a 
Catholic Education!

Your investment creates a Catholic school journey - life’s longest lasting 
gift - for a young child who needs you the most.

At the Catholic Education Foundation, the Answer is Yes!
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Foundation Board Continues to Evolve and Strengthen

Jeanmarie Passafiume – Jean is a civic volunteer and mother of five grown children. Several years
ago, she and her husband, Paul, founded an organization called SportsLeader, now a national not-
for-profit, that provides virtue-based programs for coaches and sports ministries to become better
role models for their players in the tradition of the Catholic Church .

Jean is also a very active volunteer and Board member of The Little Way, a pregnancy resource center
in downtown Louisville that has provided guidance, counseling and medical services to thousands of
young women in the community for over 35 years.

In addition, Jean and Paul serve on the Board of Directors of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecelia, a
Nashville-based order of over 300 nuns who serve in the United States and around the world to edu-

cate children in the Catholic Faith. There are currently six Dominican Sisters working and teaching at St. James Catholic School in
Elizabethtown, Kentucky.

The Passafiumes are members of St. Louis Bertrand Church and have five grandchildren.

Christopher J. Reid – Chris is a Certified Public Accountant and Assurance Partner at EY Louisville, 
having begun his career in the firm’s Cincinnati office.

Chris was born and raised in Cincinnati, where he attended Our Lady of Lourdes School and then 
graduated from Elder High School. He earned his undergraduate degree in accounting from Thomas
Moore University in northern Kentucky, followed by his MBA from Xavier University.

He has an extensive record of community service, including Board positions at Junior Achievement 
of Kentuckiana, Olmstead Parks Conservatory, Bellarmine University Board of Overseers and the
American Cancer Society, among others.

Chris and his wife, Jenny, have four sons, one of whom attends Ohio State University, while the other three are at Saint Xavier 
High School. The Reids are members of Holy Trinity Church.

Jane was extensively involved with Metro United Way for a decade, where she served as its Board Chair for two years. In 2013,
Today’s Woman magazine named her to its Most Admired Woman list and, in 2017, she was honored by the Foundation at its
annual Salute to Catholic School Alumni dinner event. Recently, she joined the Board of Advisors for the University of Louisville
School of Business. 

Jane and her husband, Jim, have two married children and a grandson and are members of the Church of the Ascension parish.  

“This organization is blessed to have such a strong and committed Board
to guide its course and expand its mission.” 

Foundation President Rich Lechleiter

Stay Connected to 
the Foundation!

Continued from page 9
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D E S I G N  B Y  L O N N I E  W A L K E R  /  W W W . P R I M O G R A P H I C S . N E T

Proceeds to benefit the Catholic Education Foundation, 

an organization dedicated to the growth and 

vitality of Catholic education.

30th Annual Salute to Catholic School Alumni
Wednesday, March 18, 2020  • The Galt House Hotel

For more information, call (502) 585-2747 or visit us at ceflou.org

Save 

The 

Date!


